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The dogs barking loudly this morning when I visited my friend’s house.
1. are
2. is
3. was
4. were
When the students asked for advice, the teacher suggested their homework
earlier.
1. do
2. does
3. doing
4. done
Emily can complete programming tasks than anyone else in her class.
1. quick
2. quicker
3. quickest
4. quickly
They were of stealing the company’s confidential data.
1. accused
2. blamed
3. criticized
4. punished
Do you remember Jim said about his father yesterday?
1. how
2. that
3. what
4. who
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Plastics are from a complex combination of chemicals.
1. made
2. make
3. makes
4. making
Rintaro completed the marathon.
1. succeeded
2. succeeds
3. successfully
4. successive
Students should bring their cellphones in they need to contact their parents.
1. case
2. order
3. place
4. time
The president’s car had to take road due to construction work.
1. all
2. another
3. other
4. several

the students nor the teacher were aware of the schedule change until 30

minutes before class.

PN =

Both
Either
Neither
Whether
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Good morning Susan. How was your long weekend?

Morning, Nathan. It was great. I’ve been quite busy lately, so it was very nice to
have three days off.

I know. ( 7 ) What did you do?

( al )

That sounds fun. Do they live far from here?

They do live kind of far away. ( v ) It was good to see mom and

dad again since I hadn’t visited in almost six months.

Do you have a large family, or is it just your parents?

I have two older brothers and a younger sister. ( — ) Both of my

brothers have moved away, though, so I don’t get to see them very often.
That’s too bad. What do your brothers do?
Well, one works for a big technology company. He’s currently living overseas in

Thailand. My other brother works in the aviation industry, so he’s often traveling

around the country.

OhIsee. ( Zn )

Yes, I did.

An apple is a great snack to take with you.

I went back to my hometown to visit my family.

I wish we could have three-day weekends more often.

Is it always this cold here?

It takes about four hours to get there by train.

My sister still lives at home, so I was able to catch up with her too.
Next time, we’ll go to the beach.

Still, you must have enjoyed seeing your parents and your sister.
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Hey, Adrian! Have you had a chance to prepare for our presentation yet? It’s in

two days.

No, not yet. I’ve been busy with other assignments. What do we need to do?

Well, we need to prepare a 10-minute presentation related to sustainable energy
and make presentation slides to support our points. ( A )

That sounds easy enough. Do we have a plan for who is going to talk about
each section?

( o ) After that, you can talk about the benefits of renewable

energy sources. Then, finally, I can discuss innovative technologies in this field.

Sounds good. ( 7 )

Absolutely. Some real-world examples will show that we’ve done our research.

I agree. ( i )

No, I think just slides will be fine. We can summarize the key points and show
graphs or diagrams to support our arguments.

Okay. I’ll find some relevant data and make some graphs tonight.

( = )

Yes, let’s do that. We can finish the first draft then and practice in the afternoon.

Also, both of us have to speak during the presentation.

Can we meet tomorrow morning to work on the slides?

Do you think we need a short video in the presentation?

I thought I could start with an overview of current energy challenges.
My throat hurts, so I don’t know if I can do the presentation.

Should we include some examples to make our points stronger?
There should be enough ink left in the printer.

We don’t have time, so don’t worry about that now.
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One of the biggest mysteries humans have tried to solve is how the universe was formed.
A (7 ) acceptedideais the Big Bang theory, which claims that the universe began rapidly
expanding from a small, dense, hot state nearly 14 billion years ago. Over time, as the universe
continued expanding, stars and galaxies formed. Another aspect of the universe that scientists
are trying to understand is how it will end one day, and they have come up with several theories.

The first theory is known as the Big Freeze. Currently, the universe is still expanding,
and new stars and galaxies are continuously forming. According to the Big Freeze theory, all
the stars in the universe will eventually burn out, and there will be no more energy to fuel the
thermodynamic processes that are necessary forthe ( - ) ofnew stars and galaxies. The
universe will become cold, dark, and empty.

The second theory is called the Big Crunch, and it can be thought of as the Big Bang in
reverse. (7 ) the universe is still expanding, the Big Crunch theory states that it will
eventually begin to contract back in on itself. Because the universe is not dense enough to
expand forever, it will eventually runoutof ( = ) . Atthis point, the universe will reverse
and collapse back to the pre-Big Bang state.

The third theory is the Big Rip, and it is also related to the expansion of the universe.
Unlike the Big Crunch, which believes the universe will slow down and stop expanding, the
Big Rip theory assumes that the expanding universe will actually ( A4 ) inspeed. As this
happens, all matter will be torn into individual particles, in effect “ripping” apart the universe
as we know it.

The final theory is referred to as the Big Bounce. The basis of this theory is that the
universeisina ( # ) cycle of expansion and contraction. The Big Bounce theory contends
that the state of the universe before the Big Bang was the result of a previous contraction. After
a Big Bang, the universe expands until a Big Crunch occurs. This process repeats itself over
and over, with the universe forever bouncing between Big Bangs and Big Crunches.

The good news is that, according to each of these theories, there is a lot of time before
the universe will end. In the case of the Big Freeze, new stars will continue to form for another
100 trillion years before consuming all of their energy. As for the Big Crunch, the universe is

(% ) to continue expanding for tens of billions of years before reversing, and the
contraction itself could take several billion more years. If the end of the universe is caused by
the Big Rip, ( 2 ) suggest that it will not be for another 22 billion years. Should the
universe be in a Big Bounce cycle, each phase probably lasts tens of billions of years.

These four theories about how the universe will end are all interesting. However, just as
wearenot ( 4 ) that the universe began with the Big Bang, we cannot say for sure that
it will end with a big freeze, crunch, rip, or bounce. In fact, the universe may end in a way that
scientists have not even considered yet. ( = ) is clear is that the universe will remain a

fascinating and mysterious place that humans will never stop trying to understand.

- 10 -
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) Most people are D _familiar with the idea of world records, such as the
world’s oldest person or the world’s longest bridge. Some world records, like the
one held by American Don Gorske, are more unique. He holds the record for
eating the most Big Mac hamburgers in a lifetime. So how many Big Macs has
Gorske @ made since his first one in 19722 In the month after his first Big Mac,
he ate 265 more of the hamburgers, or about 8.5 per day. By 2011, he had eaten
25,000 Big Macs, and as of March 2024, he had consumed more than 34,000 of
the burgers. @) Despite eating almost nothing other than Big Macs, Gorske is
relatively healthy and maintains a stable weight. He doesn’t eat breakfast, which
means he actually consumes fewer calories than most Americans do. He also
walks nearly 10 km every day. Interestingly, Gorske has kept the receipt from

@ every Big Mac he has ever bought.

(1)

Flying has become one of the most common forms of transportation, and
approximately 100,000 flights take place around the world every day. This means
that the skies are D brighter than ever. To help keep flying safe by lowering the
@ possibility of airplanes colliding, the “reduced vertical separation minimum”
(RVSM) system was developed. The purpose of this system is to @) allow
airplanes to safely fly closer together with less vertical separation between them.
For airplanes flying at altitudes between 8,839 and 12,497 meters—common for
many passenger airplanes—the RVSM is just 305 meters. However, not all
airplanes can use the RVSM system. It is generally @ _limited to commercial,
business, and military airplanes, all of which have advanced navigation systems

that help them safely fly so close together.

-~ 13-
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Adolphe Sax was a Belgian inventor and musician. He is best remembered for
inventing the saxophone, which he patented in 1846. The saxophone is a well-
known (D instrument that is widely used today. However, Adolphe was @ lucky
to have lived to adulthood. As a young child, he had several near-death
experiences. He once fell from the third floor of a building, hitting his head on a
rock and nearly dying. Later, when he was three years old, he @ _accidentally
drank a bowl of acidic water, which he believed was milk. Sometime after that, he
swallowed a needle. He also once fell onto a hot stove, resulting in severe burns.
In a separate @ life, he received further burns from a gunpowder explosion.
Then, at the age of six, he fell into a river and almost drowned. Fortunately,

Adolphe survived all this; otherwise, we would not have the saxophone.

Every four years, the Summer Olympic Games aim to bring equality to the world
of sports. For two weeks, all Olympic sports are D _equal, with gold medals in
air pistol or the horse-dancing sport of “dressage” valued as much as those in
football, basketball, or the 100-meter dash. Yet, when it comes to popularity,
there are still favorites, although they are not necessarily the sports that normally
attract big @ _medals. The most popular sport at the Summer Games, for
example, is gymnastics, which entertains millions of viewers worldwide with its

unbelievable @) performances. Although many of us play sports like football and

basketball, only in our dreams can we perform the amazing actions of these
@ _talented gymnasts. We watch the Olympics for magic, and we find it in

gymnastics.

_14 -
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When people first hear Tom Waits sing, they sometimes wonder why he is popular.
His @ voice is so rough and husky that it is hard to understand the words he is
singing. Nevertheless, he is greatly admired. His songs have appeared in well-
known films, and top stars have sung them. Fans of Waits say his songs are like
jazz mixed with poetry. They say the lyrics make you @ think, even if you do not
completely understand them, and that the words have a special rhythm and beat,
just like jazz. His music, though, @ covers many different styles, not just jazz.
Moreover, his performances are often like musical theater, not a regular concert.
That is why some say his @ _partner is too unique to fit any category. In 2011,
Waits was elected to the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, but some fans do not think he

belongs there. They think he belongs in the Tom Waits Hall of Fame.

[Pk, BUBRRER T ]
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